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Welcome to this year’s edition of the
“Blue Book”.

For the benefit of new members and readers
we shall give a brief explanation of who the
Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports
Association Limited (Motor Sports Association)
is and how it fits in with the rest of the motor
sports world.

Firstly the Motor Sports Association only
involves itself with motor sport for vehicles of
four or more wheels.

The Fédération Internationale de
L’Automobile (FIA) is the world governing body
for four or more wheeled motor sport. The
Motor Sports Association is affiliated to the
FIA which recognises it as the National
Sporting Authority (ASN) in the British Isles,
excluding Eire.

International events are regulated under the
auspices of the FIA’s International Sporting
Code which is published in the FIA Yearbook
of Automobile Sport.

The Motor Sports Association’s regulations
are contained in this book and contain all the
basic rules required to take part in motor
sports events within the territory controlled
by the Motor Sports Association. It also
publishes the MSA Officials’ Yearbook which
contains information relating to officials and
publishes quarterly a magazine for
distribution to all licensed competitors,
officials and registered clubs. The clubs
also receive a News Bulletin at least 10 times
a year.

In addition to the Motor Sports Association’s
regulations, each event has its own set of
regulations, known as the Supplementary
Regulations, which contain specific regulations
for that particular event, but reference to, and a
knowledge of, all the relevant regulations in this
book is essential, if it is hoped to enjoy Motor
Sport to the full.

In the top corner of each page is a letter in
reversed type – this is the section letter, and a
regulation is referred to by its letter and
number, thus the first regulation on page 12 is
A 1.1.

The book is split into sections of Common
Regulations for Organisers and Competitors,
followed by Specific Regulations for each of
the Motor Sporting disciplines. These latter are
subdivided into ‘Organisation’, ‘Competitors’
and ‘Technical’. In general therefore, it should
be possible for a competitor or organiser to
find all the relevant rules by consulting just two
sections, without having numerous cross-
references. Unfortunately, a certain amount of
cross-referencing is still necessary, because of
similarities, for example, between speed
events and racing, and also because the
Safety Criteria are common to many
disciplines.

New rules are indicated by a grey shading.

Background and History of Governance of
British Motor Sport 
The present structures within which British
motor sport is organised and governed have
been formed and moulded through a century
of the sport’s successful development in
Britain. At the turn of the last century the
development of the motor car led to the early
formation of a number of motor clubs.
Prominent within these 1897 saw the
foundation of The Automobile Club of Great
Britain & Ireland, subsequently renamed The
Royal Automobile Club. This early club spirit
continues to form the backbone of motor sport
organisation and regulation today, with over
seven hundred motor clubs choosing to share
agreed codes of practice under the Motor
Sports Association umbrella. 

The Royal Automobile Club began to
emerge as the leading organisation capable of
representing motorists’ interests and as an
organiser of motor sport events, such as the
1,000 Miles Trial run in 1900. Until 1974 motor
sport conducted by affiliated clubs was
overseen by “The Competitions Committee” of
The Royal Automobile Club which was a body
of volunteers whose object was to ensure that
motor sport was conducted as safely as
possible and adhering to a common set of
rules agreed between participating clubs and
competitors which always ensured that
competition was fair. The framework of a
judicial system was put in place and after an
evolutionary process is the modern system
which is in place today.

Between 1975 and 1979 a revision of the
structure took place which saw the
replacement of the Competitions Committee in
January 1975 by the formation of the Royal
Automobile Club Motor Sports Council. The
RACMSC was subsequently reconstituted in
July 1998 as the Motor Sports Council (the
Council), it becoming a Committee of the
Motor Sports Association which itself had been
given ASN status by the FIA in October of that
year. The Motor Sports Association in turn
designated the Council as its “Sporting
Commission” for the purposes of Article 5 of
the FIA Statutes. 

The Council which currently has 24
members normally sits 3 times a year and has
an overall responsibility for rule making and
judicial matters. It is supported by 8 specialist
motor sport committees, 5 specialist motor
sport sub-committees and 5 advisory panels
comprising over 211 volunteers from various
motor sport disciplines. These committees
operate in a democratic and transparent
manner and are drawn from a wide range of
competitors, organisers and administrators
across the full spectrum of motor sport
interests and disciplines. The Council’s work is
supported and underwritten by the Motor
Sports Association, which was formed in 1977
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and commenced trading in 1979 to provide an
administrative and financial infrastructure for the
sport ensuring sufficient funds for training of
officials and marshals, development of technical
skills and training of scrutineers, and to support
the rule-making and judicial bodies in general in
ensuring that motor sport continued to be
conducted in a fair and safe manner. Today
over seven hundred motor clubs are registered
with the Motor Sports Association catering for
the grass root amateur to the most professional
including circuit car and kart racing, rallying,
rallycross, trials, autotests and a number of
other disciplines are joined together to form the
Motor Sports Association in order to ensure
that consistency.

Management, Administration and
Principal Tasks
The Motor Sports Association is a company
limited by guarantee and is non-profit
distributing thus any after tax surplus revenue
is used within the sport. It administers motor
sport centrally from a modern 1,400 square
metre building close to London Heathrow
Airport, where some 32 full time staff are
employed in all aspects of running motor sport
in this country.

In addition to licensing 33,000 competitors
(in most cases following attendance at
approved driver training schools), the Motor
Sports Association has over 2,700 licensed
officials and over 3,700 registered marshals on
its database. It currently issues permits for
some 4,700 events each year; carries out
safety inspections of around 140 motor sport
venues and supports training of an army of
volunteer officials 

Over 6,100 marshals and volunteer officials
received training funded by the British Motor
Sports Training Trust (a registered charity).

The Motor Sports Association’s
responsibilities and tasks include providing the
Trustees and administration of the Trust and
organising training seminars for licensed
officials. It also provides administrative support
to the Royal Automobile Club under its
statutory role under the 1969 and 1995 Road
Traffic Acts.

Event Promotion and Organisation
In order to promote the various disciplines of
motor sport which are run to Council
regulations, British Championships are run for
each of the disciplines concerned. These
consist of a series of events which take place
during the course of a calendar year under the
control of clubs registered with the Motor
Sports Association and which culminate in the
award of a British championship trophy as
appropriate. These Championships have been
shown to promote and develop excellence
within the chosen disciplines ensuring that top
British competitors are able to reach
international competitive standards. Liaison is
also maintained with Sports Councils,
financial support being made available
from central funds to assist clubs with
investments, particularly in the areas of
safety, and with Lottery bids where
appropriate.

Finally the Motor Sports Association, has
delegated its primary commercial activities to
its wholly owned subsidiary, International Motor
Sports Ltd, which amongst other things
organises the British Grand Prix and the
International Rally of `Great Britain, (both
currently being rounds of FIA World
Championships) and a number of other classic
events, the surpluses from which are used to
develop the sport.

The MSA Policy Statement on Child Protection is as follows:

• The child’s welfare is paramount.

• All children whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious belief
and/or sexual identity, have the right to protection from abuse.

• All suspicions and allegations of inappropriate behaviour will be taken seriously and responded to
swiftly and appropriately.

As defined in the Children’s Act 1989 anyone under the age of 18 years should be considered as a
child for the purposes of this document.
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THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1988/91
From 1 July 1992, the offences of dangerous, careless
and inconsiderate driving of a mechanically propelled
vehicle on a road (sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Act as
amended by the Road Traffic Act 1991) also apply to a
public place.

The extension of road traffic law to public places has
important consequences for those who take part or
organise events involving motor vehicles in fields,
parks or other areas where the general public is
admitted either free of charge or on payment of an
entrance fee.

The above offences do not apply to those taking part
in ‘authorised’ motoring events when driving in a
public place other than a road,  provided they are
driving in accordance with the appropriate
authorisation for that event. Section 13A allows for the
‘disapplication of sections 1 to 3 for authorised
motoring events’ and provides powers for The Motor
Vehicles (Off-Road Events) Regulations 1995 which
introduces a system for authorising events.

The Royal Automobile Club is an ‘Authorising Body’
under these Regulations.

It is not illegal to organise or take part in an
unauthorised motoring event in a public place,
but drivers and riders should be aware that they are
liable to prosecution if they drive dangerously or
carelessly.

There are many kinds of motoring events. Different
rules are appropriate to minimise risk to participants,
spectators and other members of the public who may
be present.

A precise definition of ‘event’ or ‘public place’ cannot
be given. If there is any doubt organisers are advised
to seek legal advice.  Authorising bodies should
consider whether the event requires drivers to drive
dangerously. It is not the purpose of the Regulations to
legitimise unnecessary dangerous driving, nor is it
desirable to authorise an activity which is likely to be
regarded as an event as this could give drivers a false
sense of security.

It is not foreseen that courts would regard purpose
built stadiums, where the public have no access to
the place where the event is staged, as a public
place.

Copies of the Road Traffic Act 1988 and 1991 and The Motor Vehicles (Off-Road Events) Regulations
1995 are available from The Stationery Office Ltd, PO Box 29, Norwich NR3 1GN.
For telephone orders ring 0870 6005522 or fax 0870 6005533.

Attention is drawn to MSA Regulations B 4.2 and B 6.1




